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TIAN LEADERS IN THE DIET - a strong minority 


In the recent election campaign, 23 of the 1020 candidates 
were members of Christian churches. As a result of the 
Lon on February 27, 15 of the 476 members of the new Diet 
are members of Christian Churches. Although percentage- 
is may seem to be small, compared to the even smaller ron 
ae Christians to non-Christians in this country (0.5% 


ly large. act, six times as large as as 
ane expect. 


n addition to this high proportion of Christians in the Diet, 
teresting to note the positions of outstanding leadership 
ny of them hold. The Chairman.of the Right Socialist Party, 
Kawakami; The Assistant General Secretary of the Democratic 
utaro Matsuura 5 the former Speaker of the Diet, _Komakichi 


Sentinal 


hurch paar, Mr, Tokutaro sitamura, former Minister of 
in the Ashida Cabinet is also serving as the President of 
»Christian Literature Society. 


also Significant that although the Socialists compose 
hird of the membership of the new Diet, two thirds of the 
ected are meizsbers of one or the other Socialist parties, 
ative of the general tendency for Christians in Japan, 
he intellectuals, the women and the college students) to 
Socialist parties, feeling that they are more pro- 
t may also be said that those five Christians who are 


Democratic (Hatoyama) Party are leaders within their 
_ reforms and progressive social legislation. | 
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er and above the fifteen members of Christian churches men- 
above, there are quite a few Diet members who have either 
baptised or have had some connection with the Church. However 
present relation to any specific fellowship of Christians is 
quite clear to the editors and are not included. Ichiro Hatoyama, 
new Premire is an example of this. He is said to have been bap- 
d during his student days and enjoys singing hymns with his 

ly in the evenings. 


a PRAYS WITH THE WORLD - "transcendant unity" 


Twice on February 25 an international group of Christians gather- 
Pan the Tokyo (American Army) Chapel Center to raise their hearts 

nc voices in prayer. Symbolic of the international character of the 
eid Day of Prayer, prayers were raised in several languages and 

ts were given in both yen and script (American Army money). The 

m who had complete charge of arrangements and services were both 
rican and Japanese; the speakers (both women) presented and then 
erpreted their own talks. 


. People gathered at two other churches in Tokyo and in churches 
ali over Japan throughout the day, Althougr figures on attendance 
Mid Offerings are not in for the whole nation yet, a total of seven 
Wired people participated in the public services in Tokyc and 

© £50,000.00 as a symbol of dedicating themselves. 


‘- The money offered on this occasion will be sent to Burma and 
torea for the relief of women and ar: en. This is particularly 
Significant in view of the bitter memories which most of the people 
bt these nations hold against Japan. The Christian women of Japan 
Lope through this gesture te symbolize the transcendant unity which 
v can find when we pray to God, and He lifts us beyond our human 

Pferences, 


D GOLDEN JUBILEE - a publication and a celebration 


. Just eighty years ago Robert Lilly of the Scottish Bible Society 

vanded in Yokohama fron Shanghai. Two years later, representatives 

he American and the British Bible Societies arrived, and the 

Srk of United Bible Societies in Japan was well underway, 

“On April 15 at. the Ginza Church, the Japan Bible Society will 

a threefold celebration: The eightieth anniversary of the Japan 

Society, the 150th anniversary of the (international) United 
Societies, and the publication of -the complete Bible in Col- 

1 Japanese. 


Representatives from many countries are expected tc come to 
ee. hev. Laton BE. Holmereh cf the American Bible Society, 
“Ts Watson of the British and Foreign Bibie Society, .«.. 

h of the Korean Bible Society, Dr. H.M. Arrowsmith of the 
Bible Society and Dr. HK. Mortensen of the ‘China bibie 
one. to pee hee in the celeoration. ~~ 
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SCOLPORTEURS AT WORK - 50,000 copies in Fukuoka 


Following the intensive campaign of six colporteurs in northern 
/Kyushu since last fali, twelve workers started their Scripture dis- 
)tribution campaign in Fukvoka city beginning in January. They have 


ee 
| Gistrip eke Behe thirty thousand copies of Gospels in the city 
planning to. cistribute at least fifty thousand by 


ROYAL LECTURER in Tokyo Women's Christian College 


Prance ii} . the brother of the ofan Emperor Hirohito, 
Hwill beso : ‘turer of the Tokyo Women's Christian College 500M. 
finis is % ime in Japanese history that a direct member 


nas taken a job in a public institution on a 
emmoner would. 


Balary basis 


; Since the war Prince Mikasa has made an intense study of 
meancient mebrew culture and history. He is an active member of the 
Japan Christian Historian Association, Although not a Christian 
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Phinseif. the Prince is interested in Christianity. 


i Ancient Oriental History is oe area in which Prince Mikasa 
MWill lecture in tne Tokyo Women's Christian College. 


_ LACOUR EVANGELISTIC TEAMS - return engagement 


7. 


; Because oF the remarkable success of the Lacour Evangelistic 
“Teams in North Japen last summer {see JCAN Sept. 1, p.4), the Japa~ 
nese Church is inviting Mr. Lacour and his co-workers back to work 
mhere again this comming summer. 
Under the sponsorship of a special Lacour Evangelistic Com- 
“Mission of the Japen Centenary Movement: 
1) The work started in Fukushima ken last summer will be nurtur- 
Hed and encouraged, SORA Ea 
2) Two new centers of’ Christian work in the Tokyo area will be 
Started. 
j 3) The Osaka-! Kobe area of err will te the main center of con- 


$12, 000 ee Cans: in Hope aere hev. Ponte Muto is’ now touring the 
Unitea States on a spé aking and preachigg tour. Mr. Muto is the 
ice * ee iene a8 the ‘The Christ_ We gn endepe Christian 
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